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ERRATUM
In the Summer 2017
issue of the 41 Club
magazine, the winners
of the various Press
Awards
were
announced. In that announcement it was
stated that the David
Hewitt Trophy, awarded
to the Club with the
best website, went to
Calpe 41 Club on the
Costa Blanca.
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A few days afterwards, I received an e-mail from Costa
Blanca 41 Club member and Past National President
Gordon Macnab, who was rather surprised at this
announcement because at the AGM in Blackpool it was
announced that his Club, Costa Blanca, had taken the
Trophy home!
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Walking the Walk (Millennium Way) ................................. 19

My profuse apologies go to Costa Blanca 41 Club and
to Calpe 41 Club for the incorrect attribution and for
any confusion caused!
Godwin Stewart
National Communications & IT Officer

The Association of Ex-Round Tablers’ Clubs
Great Britain and Ireland. A member of the
Round Table Family of Clubs

Page 4 — #awordfromthewife.com
An article about what it’s like to be on the sidelines of the
Presidential year
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41 Club, Marchesi House
4 Embassy Drive
Edgbaston, Birmingham B15 1TP
Tel: 0121 456 4402
Email: admin@41club.org

The National Photographic competition as well as the David
Hewitt and David Smith Trophy competitions are now open!
Page 10 — 41 Club and Tangent Cruise
41 Club and Tangent cruised the waterways of Belgium
and Holland with Fred. Olsen Cruise Lines

Front Cover:
President Dave and friends up at the O2

Page 12 — Mud Run

Although 41 Club makes every effort to ensure
accuracy, we can accept no responsibility for
errors or omissions or guarantee an advertising
insertion, date, position of special promotion.

41ers don’t just Dine!
Bedworth 41er does the Mud Run
Page 13 — 2018 Classic Rally Cardiff
A warm welcome to Cardiff to all 41ers and Tablers who
enjoy their cars, be they old, new, classic or just plain loved!
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Page 19 — Walking the Walk
President Dave and Pauline join Solihull and other local 41
Club members for their walk.
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#awordfromthewife.com

It is, as they say, life. I had not the
remotest thought about where the
casual comment, “I think I might
consider standing for the post of
Region 25 Councillor’ would lead. I
think I gave half an ear to the sentence and muttered encouraging
words back… “go for it, you would
enjoy it”. On reflection, I think I
thought that as Dave rarely turned
down the opportunity to attend a 41
Club event, he might as well formalise
the arrangement. We were packing
to go to the Bristol Conference at the
time and in my innocence, I thought
the post was a year long commitment.
When Dave announced, he had got
the Regional Councillor post I congratulated him, but do remember a
mild splutter over a glass of Sauvignon Blanc when he added ‘for 3
years’… which later magically turned
into 5 years without my even noticing. It was then I thought that I
should sit up and listen more closely
and my hunch was right, as it was
thereafter that the bug really took
hold. Life became a social whirl, as
Dave worked long hours for ITV by
day, but travelled across the region
visiting clubs and generally getting
involved in all things to do with
Round Table and 41 Club at every
opportunity. He has always enjoyed
travelling and during the tenure of
his Councillor role was able to support liaison between the French and
GB&I Boards; organising and supporting meetings and as one thing led to
another he had the notion to work
with his French counterpart on the
other side of the Channel and established the Transmanche in the annual
events calendar and has only missed
one meeting since its inception!
It did dawn on me that this dream
was getting bigger by stealth and
when the chance to attend Interna-

tional events came along, my other
half was there. He managed to sweet
talk work colleagues into swapping
time off to enable him to pursue his
passion and apparently, the trade for
‘Golf time’ paid off. I suspect there is a
Golf widow somewhere wondering
just how ‘Golf Course’ time became
so easy to acquire! Simultaneously
with his membership of Westerham
41 Club my hero was a member of
Sevenoaks Lions Club, where he held
the post of International Officer, so I
should have easily figured out where
it was all going. Gradually the mist
cleared and the time came when my
hero attained the post of International Officer on the 41 Club Board. He
managed a massive 60 overseas visits
over the five years he held the post.
This did afford me the time to go
shopping when I wished, and attend
events that I enjoyed, so all was not
lost. I also took a leaf out of his book
and joined the Tangent Exec. As IRO,
Dave set about creating a ‘twinning
map’, supporting clubs looking to
establish International links and
supporting 41’ers in other countries
wanting to set up clubs, or join 41
International. Even though my professional career didn’t allow me the
opportunity to attend a lot of the
events, I admit to being impressed by
the International scene. It doesn’t
seem to matter where we are, or
even if we have met people before,
the same passion, enthusiasm and
common bond exists across the
world; the craziness of 41 Club translates wherever you are!

Club journey.
As a member of the back-room team,
I can report, there is an inordinate
amount of planning, packing and
perseverance involved and don’t get
me onto the subject of the email
deluge! At work, I was known as the
‘spreadsheet queen’ and I thank 41
Club for the opportunity to continue
to pursue my special interest!! There
is, of course, the washing, ironing
and numerous trips to the Dry Cleaner and occasional shopping expeditions which my hero acknowledges
are the less glamorous, but essential
elements of the role; but you can’t
bake a cake without breaking a few
eggs!

Our daughters and their partners are
resigned to the fact we have the best
social lives and are no longer surprised by our activities and book
babysitting dates well in advance,
and one even before the arrival of
grandchild number 3 was even
announced. As everyone knows,
engaging in unusual pursuits or
activities is part of the deal. Now
Dave and IRO Peter Good are neither
in the first flush of youth, and dare I
say, neither are ‘sylph like’ so their
combined weight ensured (as they
were strapped together) that they
ripped down a zip wire recently in
South Africa at a frighteningly breakneck speed, much to the amusement
of the staff and fellow ‘zip wirers’,
none of whom looked as if they were
old enough to have left school. The
flying Grandads did it in style. ‘But
hey’, I hear you cry… what else should
As Dave’s time to retire from Board
I expect?
approached, it was with some trepidation that I considered the possibility On a serious note, thank you to all
of him returning back to the nest. I those who have hosted us thus far, to
needn’t have feared as 41’ers came to the drivers, to everyone for their
my rescue again and he embarked on fantastic support along the way,
the journey to be National President including Hyundai who have sponand my forays to pursue my own sored an i40 for the year. Don’t forget
interests were once again in prospect. Hyundai offer an affinity deal to all
It was no surprise to
me that Emeritus
Tangent and RiffRaff
41 Club members
choreographed
an
interruption in Blackpool based on Dave’s
international travels
and so we have
embarked on the
next stage of our 41
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members who purchase a new car.

moved. We have also been asked by
members if they can become volunteers or mentors and we are passing
names onto the Trust. Throughout
the Prince’s Trust 41 year history they
have helped more than 825000
young people and research indicates
3 out of 4 young people they help
will achieve improved outcomes – an
impressive thought and socially
beneficial to everyone.

Dave is very enthusiastic to get out to
as many clubs as he can and certainly
every region at some point. You too
can share this crazy time, by booking
him for any event you are holding, or
just coming to an ordinary meeting
night. I would regard your support
on this one as a personal favour as
then I can pursue my hobbies too.
Dave chose the Prince’s Trust as his
charity and is grateful for your support. This is the 41st year of the Trust
working with vulnerable and disadvantaged young people from 11 – 30
to help transform their lives, to give
them hope and a chance to succeed.
Please consider supporting them.
Individual donations can be made by
sending cheques via Dave made out
to the Trust. If you are looking for a

The strength and success of 41 Club
is the pure enthusiasm and energy of
every member of the National Council and all the clubs. I cannot deny it is
a wonderful rollercoaster ride and a
privilege; and put simply, I love 41
Club. Thank you and may the hinges
speaker, consider asking one of the
of friendships made across the years
Prince’s Trust Young Ambassadors
never rust.
along to share their story… I guarantee you will be impressed, and Pauline Campbell

Fun, Charity and Community Service continued
Each year, Basingstoke 41 Club and
Tangent support BBC Children in
Need by selling raffle tickets at Carfest
South, the annual August bank
holiday festival held in Overton,
Hampshire. It is a 3-day festival hosted
by Chris Evens, celebrating great
musical acts, historic, classic and new
cars, and a great range of British food
and drink.

ground enjoying the wonderful cars
and side shows, it is a brilliant way to
raise money for a very worthwhile
charity. In the evening we can then
enjoy the music on two big stages
with a happy and excited crowd of
40,000 people!”

Mike Boyle
Basingstoke Ex-Tablers Programme
Secretary
Above: the 2017 collectors from left to right,
Susanne Jelley, Kevin Jelley, Richard Carpenter,
Susie Carpenter, Pudsey, Emma Tarrant, Ruth
Jones, Charlotte Jelley and Les Jones.
Below: Susie and Richard Carpenter with BBC

Basingstoke 41-Club originally got
involved with Carfest in 2013, when
Richard and Susie Carpenter first
volunteered to sell raffle tickets,
collecting in the name of Basingstoke
Round Table.

Our numbers have swelled over the Weather’s Carol Kirkwood.
last 5 years and this year, due to the
great team of sellers we had from 41
Club and Tangent, our total ticket
sales tripled compared to last year
and we raised an incredible £12,540.
In the final count, this represented
one quarter of the total raffle collection!

Richard Carpenter, now ViceChairman of Basingstoke 41 Club,
explains: “This was our 5th year
supporting Children in Need at
Carfest. We sell the £10.00 raffle
tickets for 6 hours each day, and
slowly cruise around the festival

The Children in Need team really
looked after us, and along with the
personal thanks given by the CEO of
Children in Need we also got to meet
a good selection of celebrities in the
Pudsey tent and in the back stage
production restaurant!
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HAVE YOU BOOKED INTO THE 41 CLUB NATIONAL
SOCIAL AND SPORTING WEEKEND?
If not why not?
This promises to be an excellent weekend of fun and
fellowship for the incredible price of £160pp sharing a
twin room (single supplements apply). It includes two
nights Bed and Breakfast, two 3 course evening meals
and lunch on Saturday. There is live entertainment and
full use of the hotel's sports, craft and spa facilities plus
golf for the whole 3 days (from the day of arrival to the
day of departure). Saturday will see the competitive and
novelty events taking place.
The event will be held over the weekend of 9th to 11th
February at the Asbury Hotel complex in Okehampton,
Devon, which is the only sports, craft and spa hotel in
the UK and boasts being the UK’s largest golfing complex.
For those wishing to book please go the 41 Club web
page.
Details of the hotel complex can be found online at:
www.manorhousehotel.co.uk
Steve James
National Councillor Region 13
region13@41club.org
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41 International HYM 2018 Marrakech
Visit www.41clubmorocco.org
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The Press Award Competitions are open!
The National Photographic Competition is kicking off!

idea is to show off your photographic skills, not your
image editing skills.

As they were last year, entries will be published on line
when voting opens, and the voting itself will also be on
line so that as many of you as possible can cast your
votes, not just those attending National Conference.

• All entries must include the name and Club of the
photographer and a title.
• Photographs entered into this competition must not
have been entered into any other competition.

The winner shall be announced at the AGM in Belfast
and your favourite photos will appear in the charity
calendar, profits from which will go to National President
Elect Phill Ellis’ chosen charity.

• The closing date for entries is Wednesday February
28th 2018.
The photographer grants permission for 41 Club to use
the photographs for charitable fund-raising activities.

Please send your entries to me at comms@41club.org.
Bear in mind that the photos, if winners, will be printed
slightly larger than A4 and in landscape mode except for
the front cover. Your entries therefore have to be of
sufficient resolution. As a rule of thumb, a JPEG file that is
at least 2.0 to 2.5 MB in size should do the trick but
bigger is better in this case. If you’d rather send me a link
to the picture in your DropBox, OneDrive, Google Drive
or other then that’s fine too.

Parallel to this we also have the David Smith Trophy,
which is awarded to the club with the best newsletter.
Gordano Valley 41 Club holds the title currently, so if you
would like to have a go at taking it away from them, just
add me to your distribution list! The aesthetic of your
newsletter and the clarity of its presentation as well as
the level of information that will be of interest not only to
41 Club members but also to individuals who are not
(yet!) members are all important.

The competition rules are as follows:
• Each photograph must be the work of the person
entering it and entries are limited to four per member.

Finally, we also have the David Hewitt Trophy, currently
held by Costa Blanca 41 Club, which goes to the club
with the best website. Any club member can nominate
his club’s website. Simply let me have its URL and the
name of the member responsible for it.

• Entry is only available to 41 Club members who can
be verified on the CAS database.
• Entries are to be submitted electronically to
comms@41club.org

I await your entries and nominations!

• Digital enhancement of photographs beyond basic
colour correction and cropping is not allowed. The

Godwin Stewart
National Communications & IT Officer
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“Ports of Call” word search
The following 25 ports are all located in the Mediterranean and are regular destinations for cruise ships.

Can you find them in the following grid?
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Set Sail for
the Low Countries
Knowing many club members’ propensity for cruising I organised the
first official 41 Club cruise. It was to
be on board the Fred. Olsen vessel
Braemar which, due to its very shallow draught, was offering a unique
opportunity to cruise the rivers and
canals of Belgium and Holland. Eight
couples had booked on to the cruise
and we would be visiting some ports
that were first time visits for a Fred.
Olsen ship (and in particular the
Captain).
The day for departure finally arrived
on Sunday 13th August and we all
arrived at Southampton in plenty of
time. Boarding was very quick as the
Braemar only has a capacity of 929
passengers, the emergency muster
was held and we set sail down the
Solent.

In the evening the group met up for
the first time to attend the Captain’s
reception and then on to dinner. As a
group of 16 we were allocated two
tables for eight, right at the stern with
large panoramic windows. Being a
group of friends we switched seating
every night, much to the confusion of
the waiters.
The Monday morning saw us just off
the coast of Belgium and we entered
the Scheldt estuary, past the town of
Vlissingen (or Flushing as we used to
call it), on our way to the inland port
of Antwerp in Belgium. All was well
until we had just passed Terneuzen
when an announcement was made
that a large ship had gone aground
just outside Antwerp and the river
was blocked. All ships had to turn
around and we duly did so whilst

emergency arrangements were
made. Eventually it was announced
that we would be going to Zeebrugge where we would overnight and
then sail back to Antwerp the next
day. However, when we reached
Vlissingen, things changed again and
we were given permission to proceed
to Antwerp.

The Scheldt is a very industrial river
and as we approached our destination we saw the large Chinese registered container ship stuck fast on the
mud, with its bows out of the water.
The ship had failed to negotiate a 90
degree turn and was surrounded by
an armada of tugs.

We eased past slowly
and
proceeded
through the commercial port right into the
centre of the ancient
city
of
Antwerp.
Whilst many river
cruisers call in at
Antwerp it is rare for
ocean going ships to
visit and therefore,
although we were
well over three hours late, quite a
large crowd was awaiting us at the
town centre berth. (We liked to think
that they were there as they heard
that the 41 Club group was on board,
but it was probably the ship that they
had come to see.)

Monday the 14th was also a very
special day for one of our members as
it was National President Dave’s 65th
birthday. The waiters helped us to
celebrate this very special event in
style.
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Having overnighted in Antwerp,
Tuesday was spent exploring the city
guided, in the true spirit of fellowship,
by Luc Trigaux and Jean-Claude
Jousten, two ex-National Presidents
of the 41 Clubs Belgium. Antwerp is a
very historic city with plenty to see
but in addition this was the Assumption Day bank holiday with many of
the locals in traditional dress, a large
street market and other special
events.

That evening we sailed for Ghent.
The stranded container ship had
been removed on the previous high
tide (requiring 15 tugs and at a cost
of several million Euros). Just before
dinner we entered the lock for the
Terneuzen Canal. This really was a
first for a Fred. Olsen ship, as very few
ocean-going cruise ships have ever
navigated the canal. At dinner we
were entertained by the tug at the
stern with a magnificent water display.

Arriving at our berth in the late hours
we overnighted on-board ready for
an expedition to Ghent the next
morning. The canal ends on the
outskirts of the city so it was a short
bus ride from the ship. Ghent is a very
historic city and the Leie river runs
through the middle, so a short boat
trip is the best way to view the historic
centre and learn about its history. A
live commentary was provided by the
skipper in three languages and we
were spotted by a group of rowdy
British tourists (or 41ers) on the bank:

We sailed overnight and on the
Thursday morning cruised along the
Nieuwe Maas, viewing the ships and
docks in the busiest port in Europe,
right into the centre of Rotterdam,
where we moored in the shadow of
the Euromast. On arrival we were
entertained by a traditional Dutch
male choir on the river bank, but
whilst they were performing there
was a major cloudburst and they all
got very wet.

minutes into the trip a car decided
that it had priority over the tram and
drove across the front of it… the end
result was inevitable and I was involved in my first tram crash. Only
minor damage was sustained but the
car driver refused to move until the
police arrived as he mistakenly
thought he had priority over a tram
and consequently the tram system
was jammed for the best part of an ...and where the concentric system of
hour.
canals provides a major means of
transport. We had thought we had
In true 41 tradition, we later met up
seen everything when we saw the
with Sjoerd van Esch, Immediate Past
coach in the water in Rotterdam, but
even that was beaten by what we
saw in Amsterdam…. a floating sitting
room:

The final day was a sea day as we
sailed through the Straights of Dover
heading for Southampton. We had
time to relax and recall all that had
President of 41 Club Netherlands, and happened in just seven short days. On
his wife in a bar in the shadow of the the final night we gathered for a
Braemar. (Those of you at the Black- group photo in the cabaret lounge:
pool conference may remember
Sjoerd as the Tango man in the fancy
dress.) Several beers later we saw
what appeared to be a coach driving
through the middle of the river…. but
it was not the drink… we were not
wrong, it really was a coach in the
river:

We had caught up with old friends
and made new ones. Everybody
agreed that the cruise had been a
great success and where would we
be going next year!

Rotterdam has a great deal to see and
do. Some went shopping, a few
travelled to the nearby Delft china
factory, others went sightseeing
including boat trips around the harbour. Andrew Mackereth and myself
decided that a ride on a vintage tram
looked like a good way to view the
city centre. Unfortunately, just 20

On to our final destination, AmsterPlans are currently being made to
dam.
offer a club cruise in 2018 when we
The capital of the Netherlands is also hope that even more of you will be
several miles inland and is entered by able to join us. As soon as the cruise
the North Sea Canal, which we has been finalised we will be ancruised in the early morning. Once nouncing it in the newsletter, the
again we were able to moor right in magazine and on the club website. I
the centre of the city, next to the hope to see you there.
Central Station and within easy walkRay Hill
ing distance of the main tourist attracNorthwich 41 Club
tions. It is a city where the bicycle
really is king:
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Ebor 41 Club
York to Paris for
York Against Cancer

with stories of the past.
I am sad to inform you that John
passed away on the 11th August,
aged 90, following an
operation.
41 club has been associated
with York Against Cancer
for 30th Years and we had
raised around £86,000 with
our various cycle rides via
our group of cyclists, the
York Pedallers.
As 2017 was YAC’s 30th
year we decided to try and
raise a further £14,000 in
order to hit £100,000.

It was with pride that our meeting on
the 13th July 2017 was discovered to We decided to
be exactly 50 years since the found- cycle from York to
ing of Ebor 41 Club.
Paris in May and
were successful in
As our Guest Speaker we invited
raising £21,000.
Barry Durman, Immediate Past President, in order to hear about his Although we got
exploits on his famous John O’Groats very wet during
to Lands End ride.
the first few days
we achieved our
He was a great speaker keeping us
objective
of
smiling and cringing when he degetting wetter on
scribed his meeting with the lorry.
the inside.
We also had one of only Two FoundDavid Mooney
er members still alive, John Bernard
Ebor 41 Club
Hampshire, who also entertained us

they give to their local community
enormous amounts of compassionate
care, at no cost and with little governBedworth 41er does Mud Run
ment or health service financial
support. They can only continue to
What a way to celebrate your
do these works with our help by fund
67th birthday!
raising. Have a look at their web site
Picture a beautiful summer at www.zoes-place.org.uk
setting at Long Furlong Farm
I certainly prefer the presents on this
in Catesby near Daventry,
type of birthday celebration! Gone
gently strolling around the
are the days of those unwanted
fields... Hold on and get real,
socks, pants or the infamous knitted
this was 6 km of real physical
jumper!
challenge: mud, obstacles,
Well, that was one of the most awe- mud, fun, mud, water, mud and lots, Many, many thanks to everyone who
some events I have taken part in. It lots more.
supported us.
was my first Mud Run Challenge and
As I said before the event, I am quite John Barrett
hopefully not my last. I will forever
happy to suffer a little physical pain as Bedworth 41 Club
remember the massive effort, the
long as others’ pockets are lightened
pain, the frustrations of failures mixed
in this cause. So far we have raised a
with great things like keep going, I
total of £1,135 (cash £1,011 and Gift
can, teamwork, fun, happy faces. It is
Aid £124) to help fund the wonderful
also a great honour at my age to be
work done by ZOE'S PLACE BABY
able to participate with my next two
HOSPICE. A marvellous effort by
generations: my daughter Sam and
everyone.
her husband Paul, three of my grandchildren Oliver, Emily and James plus Zoe's Place provides palliative, respite
Paul's daughter Aimee and her friend and end-of-life care to babies and
George. We all took part individually young children. As with all similar
for the personal challenge and to- organisations, day in and day out,

41ers Don’t Just Dine!

gether hopefully raising funds
for a very worthwhile local
charity, Zoe's Place Baby
Hospice.
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41 Club Classic Rally
2018, Cardiff
“Valleys to Coast”
8th to 10th June
A warm welcome to all 41ers and
Tablers who enjoy their cars, be they
old, new, classic or just plain loved!
This will be the first time that the Rally
has come to Wales and we hope that
as many as you can will attend.

Our base for the weekend will be the
Holiday Inn, Tongwynlais, Cardiff
CF15 7LH (Tel No. 02920 522262)
situated just three miles from the
centre of Cardiff and only a short
distance from the M4. We have
arranged an excellent price for the
two nights B&B of £140.00p. This
price will only apply until the end of
March when they will release all
unreserved rooms. Please note that

the Hotel is asking for payment at the Full details of Booking Form and
time of booking.
Hotel etc. will be available from
January 2018 but if you require more
We start our journey on the Saturday
information before this date, please
morning, taking in some of the South
contact me at the e-mail address
Wales Mining Valleys which have
below.
been really transformed these last
thirty years, then onto Sunday where Happy Motoring in Continued Friendwe will be enjoying the South Wales ship!
Coastline starting down on Mermaid
Keith Payne
Quay, formally known as Tiger Bay.
2018 Classic Rally Team Wales
We will finish at quite a special place
Email: keithjpayne@aol.com
of interest for Lunch.
We will be having the Friday and
Saturday evening meals at the Hotel
which will be our H.Q. for the weekend.
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Ahby-de-la-Zouch 41 Club goes to Belgium
With Peter Good
(Goody) of Ashbyde-la-Zouch
41
Club being the
incumbent International Relationships Officer for
41 Club, our club
members
had
discussed previously the possibility of
supporting him on one of his overseas trips. Finally, we came to a
decision, and so it was that on Friday
6th October 2017, Andy, Dave, Greg,
Hugh, Ian and Paul plus Mark from
Leicester St Martins (and Goody
himself of course) set off for Mechelen, Belgium, to attend the Belgium evening, unlike the rest of the week41 Clubs AGM weekend.
end, which resorted to Belgian drizzle
and damp!
The day didn’t start too well when
the planned Wetherspoons all- The evening’s entertainment was a
English breakfast couldn’t happen as ‘Get Together Party’ at the local Het
the pub wasn’t open early enough, Anker brewery, where we started to
but we recovered from this minor mingle with the other attendees, and
setback and were soon making our get to know our fellow 41ers from
way through the Channel Tunnel on other countries. We approached the
Eurostar.
local brews with caution, knowing
how strong they were, especially
Goody had allocated each of us to
after being advised that we couldn’t
bring along a different item for a
sample the 8° one until we’d had
picnic en route, and we enjoyed quite
something to eat!
a feast, together with wine and
bubbly, as we sped on our way, One local brew was Maneblusser,
eliciting envious glances from our literally “Moon Extinguisher”, named
fellow passengers. Shame about from a historical event in 1687, when
some of the baguettes not being the townsfolk thought the church
buttered, Andy!
tower was on fire and formed a
bucket chain up the tower to put out
With the one hour’s time difference, it
the fire, only to find that it was just
was quite late in the afternoon by the
the ruddy glow of the full moon.
time we arrived in Mechelen, but we
made our way to Café Belge An ‘interesting’ band, playing some
(Mechelen 26’s regular meeting unusual music, but a pleasant evenplace) for registration and, of course, ing, and we retired intact to save
the first Belgian beer!
ourselves for the following day.

Mechelen is a very attractive place
with a big town square that so many
European cities seem to have, and
ornate historical buildings around its
edge. It was a sunny and pleasant

Saturday was AGM day at the Salons
Van Dijck, where the foreign delegates were welcomed. Present were
41ers from Austria, Belgium, Finland,
France, Germany, Italy, the Nether14

lands, Norway, UK (apologies if I’ve
missed any), plus the International 41
Club President Bruce McKay from
South Africa. A cheque for €5000 was
presented by 41 Club Belgium to 41
Club Italy to go towards relief efforts
for the earthquake in Ischia in August.
We were all then asked to leave
whilst the AGM proper took place,
and we headed off on an organised
walking tour of Mechelen.
The English-speaking guide was very
good, even when she was dragged
into a bar half way round. Sights
included a statue of Ludwig Von
(Van) Beethoven, who grew up in
the town, and we learned that when
Holland and Belgium were one
country in the early 16th century,
Mechelen was its capital. Events took
a spooky turn when Dr. Death was
spotted looking over Hugh’s shoulder, but the party survived the rest of
the weekend unscathed!

Following an excellent lunch back at
the AGM venue (I had seconds of the
battered fish and I don’t do fish!), the
afternoon was spent with snoozing

(for some), shopping and, oh yes,
drinking beer. We had been joined at
this point by Stig from Norway, sadly
not dressed in a white racing suit. The
two local brews that we had come
across the day before (Goulden
Carolus and Maneblusser) were
sampled as Trippel (triple filtered),
which in this author’s opinion, improved the taste significantly — the
beer to have in future.

playing around 11:30 pm, with
people leaving by midnight maybe.
Not in Belgium, the band played their
final song around 01:30 after what
must have been about 5 hours without a break.
One slightly annoying thing was
when you got up to dance (as you
do) with perhaps a quarter of your
33cl beer left, only to come back

another one!
At the end of the Gala Dinner, some
of us cried ‘Enough’, whilst others
(not necessarily the younger ones)
went on into town for a nightcap or
two. Miraculously, everybody turned
up on Sunday morning for the hotel
breakfast, after which we had to
leave for the return journey, sadly
missing the Farewell Breakfast. A
quiet return trip, with most of us
catching some zzz’s on the Eurostar.
Overall, it was a fantastic weekend.
Great company, lots of banter, at a
well organised event where we were
made to feel very welcome. A big
thanks and well done to Didier Van
Calster, 2016-17 Belgian National
President, and his team for hosting us
all.
We would recommend other clubs to
attend overseas 41 Club events.
Scandinavia next spring, anyone…?

We all changed into the DJs later for afterwards to find it had been cleared
the banner exchange in the very away. But, hey, it’s free, go and get
ornate Town Hall, where Goody
graciously insisted that we accompany him up to present the banner and
other gifts. Straight back to the Salon
van Dijck afterwards for the evening’s
Gala Dinner.

Ian Silver
Ashby-de-la-Zouch 41 Club

Well, what a fantastic evening! We
had a table for all of us, plus our new
friend Stig (by now very drunk) and
Sjoerd, the Immediate Past President
of 41 Club Netherlands. The food was
excellent, the beer (Jupiler this time)
and wine flowed freely and the band
(FDM Band) was great too. In the UK,
you might expect the band to finish

Utility Warehouse
How many of you have taken advantage of our member benefits? You
can get great discounts from Hyundai
and with Fred.Olsen Cruises to name
but a couple, but have you looked at
the deal we have with Utility Warehouse?

year, so I signed up. It was a painless
transfer from my old provider. I could
have had an even cheaper price if I
had moved my mobile and internet
to them as well. You can sometimes
get better one-off prices from providers tempting you across, but Utility
Warehouse have an ongoing price
guarantee compared to the average
of the big 5 energy suppliers, so you
never get caught on an expensive
tariff.

You just load it with funds from your
debit card then do your normal
spend in a whole host of well-known
shops. Then you get discounts from
3% (e.g. at Sainsburys) to 7% (e.g. at
B&Q) off your energy bill. There is a
brilliant app for your smartphone
which enables you to give meter
readings, top up the card instantly or
find out places near you where
discounts apply.

One member wrote to us as follows:
“I investigated the Utility Warehouse
deal for 41 Club members and their
families. Having listened to the lovely
Joanna Lumley outline the benefits, I
All this and you talk to a British call
simply entered my details and got a After 3 months they offered a Master- centre if needed. I thoroughly recomquote. It would me about £70 per card Discount Card. This is brilliant. mend this member benefit.
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President Dave goes green!
National President Dave Campbell is now touring the
clubs in the UK using electricity as Hyundai have now
provided him with a new car. He is now the proud driver
of an Ioniq Hybrid with a published fuel consumption of
78.5 mpg. Pulling away in total silence is something that
he is gradually getting used to.
You too could be the proud driver of an Ioniq and get a
discount by using our club affinity deal with Hyundai.

41 International Presidency
41 Club Great Britain & Ireland would like to stand for the Presidency of 41 International, the organisation grouping the National Association of over 20 countries, including the recently chartered 41 Club Brazil.
This involves our Association putting itself forward for the position at the forthcoming 41 International to take place in Austria in May 2018. Should 41 Club GB&I be successful, we have to present
our candidate at the following International Half-Yearly Meeting to take place in Morocco.
The successful country’s candidate will be Second Vice-President Elect and will become 41 International Vice-President Elect 2019-2020, Vice-President 2020-2021, then 41 International President
2021-2022.
We are therefore asking members interested in standing for this International position to come
forward.
Nomination forms will be made available shortly. They must be sent to the National Secretary Sean
McCormick by January 31st 2018 at midnight and, in the event of there being more than one
candidate, a vote will take place at the AGM in Belfast on April 14th 2018.
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WANTED
Content for the magazine!
This magazine and the newsletter are only as good as you,
the members of 41 Club, make them by sending in your
stories, notices of events and comments.
Please send in what you have to comms@41club.org and
if we can use it, we will!

Fundraising, Fellowship and Community Service...
Georgie’s Gift was established following the loss of Georgie Hall. She
was only 23 months when she fell ill
in February 2015. Days later she
passed away after being diagnosed
with Meningitis and Septicaemia.
Her parents realised they didn’t
know enough about this horrible
disease, and by setting up Georgie’s
Gift, one of their objectives is to raise
awareness of the signs and symptoms, advising families of the correct
vaccinations to protect their children, and ultimately helping the
local community, families and hospitals who are in need of a little ‘gift’.
See www.georgiesgift.org

...are still on the agenda for 41 Club
and Round Table as they link together with local businesses and the
charity “Georgie’s Gift” and rally
round to help fund and build Jack’s
Bathroom.
Tom Atkins, NCLO and Nuneaton
Past Tablers Club Member with Paul
Hextall and Matt Hall from Nuneaton
Round Table 136, are pictured with
Jack and his mum, during a very
successful fundraising day at a local
social club, where over £2400 was
raised to go towards the charity. The
BBQ alone raised £430.
Gary Marshall, Chairman of Nuneaton Past Tablers club, and his colleagues are building an extension on
the Oldacres’ house. This is part
funded by a grant and the rest from
fundraising and free labour, with
materials donated or purchased at
cost from local merchants.
Georgie’s Gift ( a local charity) are
funding the "Jackuzzi" bath, which
will be a great help with "Jack’s"
condition and will be installed in the
extension. Other funds are being
raised to kit it out with washing
machines and tumble dryers to help
mum out with the mountain of
washing each day.
Tom Atkins
Nuneaton Past Tablers
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National Presidents Walk the Walk
keep a keen interest in the future
progress of the Millennium Way.
New Chairman Barry has already
been engaged in implementing
various activities to promote the
project, in particular via both traditional and social media, with the
possibility of TV coverage and a
Walking Festival in September next
year.

Proving they don’t just talk the talk,
and with boots firmly on the ground,
it has become a tradition during
recent years for 41 Club National
Presidents to enjoy the delights of the
41 Club Millennium Way. This year
was no different with Dave and
Pauline Campbell maintaining the
tradition and joining Solihull and
other local 41 Club members for their
walk.

Comprehensive information about
the Millennium Way can be found at
www.millenniumway.org.uk, which
has now been upgraded to multidevice compatibility. Full descriptions
and directions for all of the 44 circular
walks can be downloaded from the
website, and can also be accessed by
GPS.

mile trail around the Heart of England, with 44 circular walks along the
length of it. His devotion to the whole
project has been quite remarkable,
culminating with recognition at the
Annual Conference in Birmingham
Peter Wellings
last year. We wish him well in his
Millennium Way
retirement and know that he will

What has been different this year is
that one of our Past Presidents has
been so impressed by the whole
Millennium Way project that he has
become Chairman of it! This is none
other than our indomitable and multifaceted IPP Barry Durman, who has
given tremendous support for the
Millennium Way before, during and
after his Presidency.
Retiring Chairman Chris Tayler has,
since its inception, been the driving
force behind the creation, establishment and development of the 100

Remembering absent friends:
Members of the Association’s National Council offer their condolences to the families and Clubs of the following members.
Please continue to submit unlimited length obituaries and
multiple photographs to obits@41club.org. They will appear in
“The Book of Remembrance” on our website within seven days
of receipt.

Derek Mathers—Monifieth
David Rocket—Bridport
Maurice Finnigan—Scarborough
Rob Ritchie—Troon
Arthur Walker—Chingford & Woodford
Mark James—Crewe & Nantwich
David Henfrey—Braintree & Halstead
Graham Foukes—Chippenham
Richard Dobson—Littlehampton
Mick Morgan—South Leicester
Neville Bristow—Rotherham Continuity
Richard Watson—Rother Vale
Christopher Copp—Rotherham Continuity
Malcolm Brockman—Barking
Neil Whitefoot—Oakengates
Ken Newton—Oakengates

http://www.41club.org/remembrances/index
Phil Hill—Prestwich, Salford & Whitefield
Anthony Adams—Maldon
Roy Nelson—Llantwit Major
Len Lumsden—Oldbury
Noel Crockford—Wimbledon
Duncan McKinnon—Stornoway
Brian Bradley—Ashbourne
Ian Ritchie—Calpe & District
Jim McKay—Monifieth
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Member Benefits
HYUNDAI — We offer great cars for less to members of 41 Club, Round Table, Ladies’ Circle and Tangent and their
families. Simply log on to https://affinityhyundai.co.uk, register with the Fleet Code A01 and configure your car. Once
you’ve configured the right model for you, we will let your local dealer know who’ll contact you to discuss it.
FRED.OLSEN CRUISE LINES — To book using your discount code 41club10, visit www.fredolsencruises.com or call the
41 Club booking hotline on 0800 0355 108 to validate your membership.
JUST TRAVEL COVER — At Just Travel Cover we offer 10% Member Discount off any Travel Insurance policy. Call our
UK office now on 0800 231 5532 quoting code 41club10.
UTILITY WAREHOUSE — We save you money on your utility bills, fuel, mobile phones and broadband. Visit the website at www.all-club-together.co.uk and listen to Joanna Lumley introduce you to the concept or call 0333 777 3212
and quote reference number L65800.
HERITAGE CAR INSURANCE — Visit www.heritagecarinsurance.co.uk or call our Multi Car team on 01212 468641
today quoting 41CLUB for a 15% discount when you switch your insurance to Heritage.
WIDER WALLET — Register for free at www.41club.widerwallet.com using access Code S424698A and use the stores’
own gift cards at major high street retailers.
NOVELTUNITY — Noveltunity offers to support our charities when you join the internet’s fastest-growing e-book club.
30% off normal prices. Just go to www.noveltunity.com and use the Code 41NOV35 to find out more.
HALFORDS — Halfords will give all 41 Club members a 10% discount on products bought.
PARKNCRUISE – ParkNCruise offer 41 Club members a 10% discount on all bookings over 7 days for indoor parking at
Southampton port.
HASHTAG GOLF — 41 Club members will benefit from a discount of “up to 10%” organised by Hashtag Golf. Also,
every two months there is a “Giveaway Prize Draw” on their website and social media platforms.

